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THIS BOOK AIMS at describing what
the Civil Service is like—the advant-
ages and disadvantages of life as a
public servant, the sorts of civil ser-
vant there are, the different kinds of
work that they do, the conditions
under which they do it, their outlook
and their traditions.

Chapters describe the Service itself,
the way many departments work, and
its history. Those in the Service are
divided roughly into administrators,
executives and clerical workers on the
one hand, and specialists, scientists
and inspectors on the other. Methods
of recruitment and conditions of ser-
vice are fully described—and that
traditional bugbear, red tape, is ex-
plained. As in the other books in this
Series, the general atmosphere of work
and the way it affects private life is
shown in detail.

Appendices give technical informa-
tion that ranges from the method of
entry, through lists of ranks and
Government departments, to the
types of job done in London, in differ-
ent parts of the country, and abroad.

While the book contains informa-
tion, especially about how to enter for
the Civil Service competitions, it is not
intended to be a systematic and com-
plete account of the Service as it is
today. The Service is changing all the
time with the needs of society, and
there is considerable interest in the
future of the Civil Service; this has
crystallised in the recent appointment
of a Government Committee to re-
view it comprehensively.
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